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SOUTH COAST – HERPIN ROCK AREA 
Herpin Rock Area holds a concentration of good short routes on what is predominately good clean 

rock with longer routes provided by Excalibur Buttress.  It is possible to find dry routes in the Herpin 

Rock Area at all levels of tide, this of course being dependant on the prevailing sea state. 

 

GAUL WALL- - - - - - - <<PAGE NUMBER>> 

BICYCLE WALL - - - - - - <<PAGE NUMBER>> 

HANOIS CLIFF - - - - - - <<PAGE NUMBER>> 

LIBERATOR GULLY - - - - - <<PAGE NUMBER>> 

EXCALIBUR BUTTRESS - - - - - <<PAGE NUMBER>> 
 

GETTING THERE 

Heading south along the coast road (La Route De La Lague) with the sea on your right, you will come 

to the Imperial Hotel (“the Imp”).  Just before the Imp, the coast road turns inland and begins to head 

uphill.  Follow the coast road inland and take the first turning on the right (round the back of the Imp).  

Keep following this road round to the right and into La Rue Des Valniquets.  La Rue Des Valniquets 

finishes in a T junction.  Turn right at the T junction (La Rue De La Rocque a L’or).  Follow La Rue De 

La Rocque a L’or to a crossroad at the top of the hill.  Turn left at the crossroad into Rue De Pains 

and follow the road to a large car park alongside the motorbike scrambling circuit.  Park in this car 

park for Gaul Wall and Bicycle Wall.   For Hanois Cliff, Liberator Gully and Excalibur Buttress, follow 

the track off the left hand side of the car park alongside the motorbike scrambling circuit to a smaller 

car park behind a square German bunker with a roof that looks like it’s pretty much just balancing 

there. 

 

The final approaches and descents to each crag in the Herpin Rock Area are described at the 

beginning of the section for each crag. 
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HERPIN ROCK AREA – GAUL WALL 
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Deep Water 
Solo 

 4  1   N 
 

Final Approach/Descent; From the car park, (1) walk straight down the cliff to, tide permitting, an 

easy descent between two spurs of rock.  It’s then an easy scramble to the base of Gaul Wall.  If the 

tide is too high, (2) walk down onto the top of Gaul Wall/Bicycle wall and abseil off the end.  Abseiling 

off the end is the more popular approach/descent to Gaul Wall.  Note, the tide is up in the below 

picture. 
 

Tidal Access; Routes on the small stack; Unknown Name to Good Days usually dry out 3-4 hours 

after high tide.  Ikhnaton to Hoodlum dry out 2-3 hours after high tide with routes on the end of Gaul 

Wall (The Nose onwards) sometimes remaining tide free dependant on sea state. 
 

 
 

The first eight routes are on the small stack in front of the cliff. 
 

Unknown Name | S | 40 feet | A in the Topos 

Step off the large boulder and climb straight up the wall. 

First Ascent; A. Hill (Solo), 24
th
 March 1990 (6) 

 

Vital Statistix | HVS 5b | 40 feet | B in the Topos 

The short corner 7 feet left of Obelix. 

First Ascent; A. Hill, C. Jordan and J. Moss, 6
th
 November 1988. (2) 
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Obelix | HVS 5a | 40 feet | C in the Topos 

Climbs the east side of the stack, difficult to start.  Above the water-filled undercut is a corner which 

leads to a crack. 

First Ascent; Paul Torode and Alan Hill, 6
th
 May 1985. (1) 

 

Dogmatix | HVS 5b | 40 feet | D in the Topos 

The arête above a shallow pool 7 feet right of Obelix. 

First Ascent; A. Hill (Solo), 6
th
 November 1988. (2) 

 

Geriatrix | HVS 5a | 40 feet | E in the Topos 

Climb the face 8 feet right of Dogmatix to a groove and finish up the arête. 

First Ascent; A. Hill and J. Moss, 6
th
 November 1988. (2) 

 

Unknown Name | HVS 5a | 30 feet | F in the Topos 

Start up and right of Geriatrix and follow the blunt arête.  No gear. 

First Ascent; A. Hill and S. Mauger, 7
th
 October 1989. (6) 

 

Unknown Name | VD | 25 feet | G in the Topos 

The distinct elbow shaped corner to the right. 

First Ascent; D. Hurdley (Solo), 17
th
 October 1989. (6) 

 

Inches | E2 5b | H in the Topos 

The crack line in the centre of the west face of the small stack. 

First Ascent; Steve Giles, second Dan Herve, April 2000. (3) (4) 
 

Good Days | E2 5b | I in the Topos 

To the west of the small stack is a steep gully, on the land side, near the north of the stack is a 

vertical crack which steps around a small right angled corner at approximately half height (RPs/micro 

brass nuts needed). 

First Ascent; Steve Giles, second Dan Herve, April 2000. (3) (4) 
 

On the wall opposite Hysteronix is an obvious rightward facing corner. 
 

** | Ikhnaton | E2 5c | 75 feet | J in the Topos 

Climb the corner for 15 feet, then hand traverse left to a small niche under an overhang.  Climb up to 

the arête, move left around this to an easier finish. 

First Ascent; A. Hill and S. Mauger, 15
th
 October 1989. (6) 

 

*** | Ixian Wall | E2 5b | 80 feet | K in the Topos 

Start as for Ikhnaton.  Climb to the top of the corner, move left under the overhang to finish. 

First Ascent; A. Hill (Unseconded), 15
th
 October 1989. (6) 

 

*** | Lost in Space | HVS 5a | 90 feet | L in the Topos 

A superb line climbing the back wall to the right.  Climb the left hand side of the steep slab to the first 

roof.  Move right to the overhanging corner crack.  Climb this, exit by a very tight squeeze. 

First Ascent; A. Hill, A. Franklin and S. Mauger, 7
th
 October 1989. (6) 

 

Hysteronix | HVS 5b | 70 feet | M in the Topos 

Start in the boulder-filled gully beneath the obvious crack which splits the wall right of the cave.  Climb 

the initial overhang with difficulty and follow the crack up to, and over the roof on large but strange 

holds. 

First Ascent; Arthur Collins and Alan Hill, 26
th
 June 1985. (1) 

 

* | Cacophonix | HVS 5a | 75 feet | N in the Topos 

Start on the arête 15 feet to the right.  Climb the roof to a large undercut.  Move leftward and follow a 

thin crack through two bulges. 

First Ascent; Arthur Collins and Alan Hill, 26
th
 June 1985. (1) 
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* | Asterix | HVS 5a | 80 feet | O in the Topos 

An interesting route with some committing moves.  Start 10 feet right of the undercut section by the 

black triangular shaped ledge.  From the ledge traverse left along a crack to the arête.  Continue up 

with a move left near the top. 

First Ascent; Paul Torode and Alan Hill, 6
th
 May 1985. (1) 

 

Gluteus Maximus | HVS 5a | 80 feet | P in the Topos 

Follows the steep corner to the right.  Start as for Asterix.  Gain the open book feature.  Follow this, 

moving left at the overhang to a short slab.  Climb this, then more easily to the top. 

First Ascent; Paul Torode and Alan Hill, 6
th
 May 1985. (1) 

 

* | Gaulstone | E4 6a | 21 metres | Q in the Topos 

The bare face right of Gluteus Maximus; an excellent direct pitch, though the best protection may be 

tricky to find on sight.  Start as for Jude the Obscure.  Follow Jude the Obscure for 4 metres.  Take a 

line of handholds slightly left and step up to a thin slanting break.  Now link spaced finger holds in the 

wall above, past a hard move to a small overhang (hand placed knife blade under overhang). 

First Ascent; Martin Crocker (with Soloist after top rope practise), 18
th
 April 2001. (5) 

 

Jude the Obscure | HS 4b | 70 feet | R in the Topos 

10 feet right of the ledge is a rightward trending crack.  Follow this for 20 feet to a bulge then continue 

more direct to the top. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Rumours | VS 4c | 65 feet | S in the Topos 

Start just right of Jude the Obscure in the centre of a two tier slab.  Climb easily up the centre of the 

slabs to a bulge and horizontal fault line (possible belay).  Move left and up to a small ledge then 

follow the corner to the top. 

First Ascent; Walker and S. Rogers, 18
th
 April 1987. (1) 

 

The Crack | VD | 65 feet | T in the Topos 

Just to the right is a corner.  Follow this to the large overhang, then continue up the wide crack. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Hoodlum | E2 5c | 65 feet | U in the Topos 

Follow the arête between The Crack and The Slot, over the overhang, and up the final overhanging 

corner (high Rock 2 on the right). 

First Ascent; A. Hill and D. Hurdley, 15
th
 October 1989. (6) 

 

The Slot | VD | 65 feet 

This route has been destroyed by a rock fall in the winter of 2008/2009.  Right again is a wide square-

cut chimney below the large roof.  Climb the back of the chimney, avoid the roof by a traverse right. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) (3) 
 

One Arm Bandit | E1 5a | 30 feet 

This route has been destroyed by a rock fall in the winter of 2008/2009.  Start at the seaward end of 

The Slot, right hand side.  Gain the ledge above the overhang, move left 15 feet, then up the steep 

slab.  Finish as for The Slot. 

First Ascent; A. Hill and S. Mauger, 15
th
 October 1989. (3) (6) 

 

Casi | HVS 5a | 65 feet 

This route has been destroyed by a rock fall in the winter of 2008/2009.  Just to the right of The Slot is 

an overhang.  Climb this and finish as for The Slot. 

First Ascent; B. Aplin, A. Hill and D. Hurdley, 23
rd

 April 1988. (2) (3) 
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Coda | VS 4c | 65 feet 

This route has been destroyed by a rock fall in the winter of 2008/2009.  6 feet right of Casi is a hole.  

Climb direct to this, then follow the crack above. 

First Ascent; A. Hill (Solo), 23
rd

 April 1988. (2) (3) 
 

The next route climbs the point to the right; 
 

Easy Route | M | 70 feet 

This route has been destroyed by a rock fall in the winter of 2008/2009.  At the left hand side of the 

point is a slab, left of a prow of rock.  Climb the slab to finish up the short steep corner. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) (3) 
 

The Nose | VD | 70 feet | V in the Topos 

Start as for Easy Route.  Climb straight up the prow and through the notch in the bulge, finishing up 

the short wall. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Far from the Madding Crowd | D | 70 feet | W in the Topos 

Start just to the right.  Climb up a faint rib on the right hand side of the bulge to a higher overhang.  

Move up and rightward then back left above the overhang, finishing as for The Nose. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

HERPIN ROCK AREA – GAUL WALL – TOPOS  
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HERPIN ROCK AREA – BICYCLE WALL 
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Final Approach/Descent; From the car park, (1) walk straight down the cliff to, tide permitting, an 

easy descent between two spurs of rock.  It’s then an easy scramble to the base of Bicycle Wall.  If 

the tide is too high, (2) walk down onto the top of Gaul Wall/Bicycle wall and abseil off the end.  

Abseiling off the end is the more popular approach/descent to Bicycle Wall.  Note, the tide is up in the 

below picture. 
 

Tidal Access; Bicycle Wall stays dry on some smaller tides dependant on sea state. 
 

 
 

This is the cliff which faces landwards, around the corner from Gaul Wall.  Routes are described from 

left to right. 
 

Affliction of the Multiplying Eye | VS 4c | 75 feet | A in the Topos 

Climb the short face above the ledge between Far from the Madding Crowd (please see route 

description under Herpin Rock Area – Gaul Wall) and Vyneck Blues to a cap-shaped overhang.  Gain 

the top of this, then climb a short leaning wall to the top. 

First Ascent; A. Hill, B. Aplin and D. Hurdley, 23
rd

 April 1988. (2) 
 

Vyneck Blues | VD | 75 feet | B in the Topos 

Start 15 feet to the right.  Climb onto a ledge then up a short wall to a slab.  Up this, move left, then up 

the final slab and wall. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Cobweb Corner | VD | 70 feet) | C in the Topos 

Start 10 feet right of Vyneck Blues.  Climb the black corner, follow the crack to the overhang.  Move 

left following a zig-zag crack to finish. 

First Ascent; L. Flavell and S. Lumley, 9
th
 August 1989. (6) 
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Eskimo Arete | VD | 70 feet | D in the Topos 

Not hard technically, but poorly protected.  20 feet right of Vyneck Blues is an arête with three 

overhangs.  Climb the arête starting on its left and avoiding the overhangs by devious side steps. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Left Fork | VD | 65 feet | E in the Topos 

The crack system 10 feet to the right. 

First Ascent; Les Littleford and Simon Mawer, Autumn 1972. (1) 
 

Right Fork | VD | 65 feet | F in the Topos 

10 feet to the right is another crack. 

First Ascent; Les Littleford and Simon Mawer, Autumn 1972. (1) 
 

Ambition | S | 65 feet | G in the Topos 

Start 5 feet to the right of Right Fork.  Climb a crack to a cleft.  Gain this, move left across a prominent 

flake and finish as for Right Fork. 

First Ascent; Les Littleford and Simon Mawer, Autumn 1972. (1) 
 

Bullseye | VS 4c | 65 feet | H in the Topos 

An eliminate between Target and Ambition. 

First Ascent; B. Aplin, A. Hill and D. Hurdley, 23
rd

 April 1988. (2) 
 

Target | HS 4b | 70 feet | I in the Topos 

A pleasant route.  15 feet to the right is a thinner crack, which is followed through a bulge to the top. 

First Ascent; Les Littleford and Simon Mawer, Autumn 1972. (1) 
 

There is some climbable rock on the left hand side of the gully east of the wall as well as on the wall 

opposite (please see route descriptions under Herpin Rock Area – Hanois Cliff); 
 

Sac of Wrath | HS 4c | 60 feet | J in the Topos 

Follow a wandering line up the arête starting on the right.  Poor. 

First Ascent; Mark Page and James Panton, 3
rd

 November 1996. (3) (4) 
 

Sloose | E2 5b| K in the Topos 

A harder line has been climbed up the corner/crack line to the right, but the gear is poor. 

First Ascent; James Panton and Paul Gaudion, 3
rd

 November 1996. (3) (4) (6) 
 

HERPIN ROCK AREA – BICYCLE WALL – TOPOS  
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HERPIN ROCK AREA – HANOIS CLIFF 
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Final Approach/Descent; From the car park, head down a vague track that follows the ridge west 

(right facing the sea) of the car park.  As the ridge becomes more rock than scrub, begin to head 

down the grassy valley, skirting the west (right hand) side of the ridge.  This will take you to a ledge 

that runs along the top of Hanois Cliff.  Follow the ledge to a platform with a number of large boulders.  

Scramble down from the platform to the rocks below and head back west again to reach the platforms 

at the bottom of Hanois Cliff.  Note, the tide is up in the below picture. 
 

Tidal Access; Ember Crack to Slimmer’s Chimney are non-tidal.  The remainder are flooded for 

short periods. 
 

 
 

On the far side of the inlet that forms Bicycle Wall, is a section of steep dirty cliff followed by a 

buttress of grey and white rock.  This has a couple of worthwhile routes. 
 

Zig Zag | S | 40 feet | A in the Topos 

This takes the obvious zig-zag corner, hard to start. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Zephyr | D | 40 feet | B in the Topos 

The blocky wall a few feet to the right. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

To the right is a very easy section.  The cliff then steepens and becomes undercut; 
 



GUERNSEY | SOUTH COAST | HERPIN ROCK AREA  <<PAGE NUMBER>> 

GUERNSEY | SOUTH COAST | HERPIN ROCK AREA 

Flakey Wall | HVS 4c | 70 feet | C in the Topos 

Start at the left hand end of the undercut, 6 feet left of the wide crack.  Climb up to and over the poorly 

protected wall on thin flakes.  Don’t fall off. 

First Ascent; Alan Hill and Mike Rhodes, 21
st
 September 1985. (1) 

 

Battle of the Bulge | HVS 5a | 70 feet | D in the Topos 

Climb the wide crack to the bulge.  Over this to finish up thin cracks in the final pink overhang. 

First Ascent; Alan Hill and Mike Rhodes, 21
st
 September 1985. (1) 

 

Hanois Roof | E1 5b | 70 feet | E in the Topos 

Start 15 feet to the right.  Climb the large roof, finish up the steep wall.  Could be a grade harder 

without a Friend 1. 

First Ascent; Alan Hill and Mike Rhodes, 21
st
 September 1985. (1) 

 

Hanois Arete | VS 4b | 70 feet | F in the Topos 

Start on the arête 10 feet to the right.  Climb to the right hand end of the roof, finish up the short wall. 

First Ascent; Alan Hill and Mike Rhodes, 21
st
 September 1985. (1) 

 

* | Retch | S | 65 feet | G in the Topos 

A good line taking the corner behind Hanois Arete, moving left at the roof.  It is suggested that this 

route be re-graded to HS. 

First Ascent; Les Littleford and Simon Mawer, Autumn 1972. (1) (3) (4) 
 

Erehwon | HVS 5a | 65 feet | H in the Topos 

10 feet to the right is an inverted V slot.  The route follows the corner system just right of this, moving 

right over a thin quartz seam, then up and leftward over the final short bulge.  Sustained. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

** | Zebedee | VS 5a | 60 feet | I in the Topos 

Start as for Dying Spark but follow the handcrack leftwards to finish as for Retch on the left hand side 

of the corner.  May be much harder if you’re short. 

First Ascent; Mark Page and James Panton, 3
rd

 November 1996. (3) (4) 
 

Dying Spark | HVS 5a | 60 feet | J in the Topos 

Start at the right hand end of the cave.  Gain a small sloping ledge at 4 feet on the left.  Climb directly 

up to and over the bulging overhang. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Dougal | HS 4b | 20 metres | K in the Topos 

Start as for Dying Spark but traverse the handcrack rightwards and finish as for The Poison Dwarf. 

First Ascent; Mark Page, Carl Armitage and Steve Giles, 15
th
 December 1996. (6) 

 

Ember Crack | D | 60 feet | L in the Topos 

15 feet right of Dying Spark is a leftward trending crack.  Follow this to finish up the brown corner. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Ember Crack Variation | E1 5a | 60 feet | L in the Topos 

Climb direct to the corner (poorly protected). 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Sparklet | S | 45 feet | M in the Topos 

Start a few feet right of Ember Crack.  Climb into the niche, and over the bulge on good holds to finish 

up the crack. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Bridgeit the Midget | VS 4b | 25 feet | N in the Topos 

The short steep wall 6 feet to the right (unprotected). 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
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Nipper | VD | 25 feet | O in the Topos 

Just right again is a short steep corner.  Finish up the crack continuation. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

The Poison Dwarf | VD 4b | 65 feet | P in the Topos 

A few feet to the right is an arête.  Gain this and continue up through a groove to the top.  An easier 

alternative start is 10 feet to the right below the large bulge. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Monopod | HS 4b | 35 feet | Q in the Topos 

Climb straight up through the bulge which is capped by a pink vein of rock. 

First Ascent; Alan Hill and Paul Torode, 14
th
 July 1985. (1) 

 

Pedagogue | E1 5b | 35 feet | R in the Topos 

20 feet to the right is an overhanging corner, gained with difficulty. 

First Ascent; Alan Hill and Paul Torode, 14
th
 July 1985. (1) 

 

Piper | HS 4b | 40 feet | S in the Topos 

10 feet to the right is a groove capped by an overhang.  Climb to the roof, move right to finish.  

Something big appears to have fallen off a while back, probably best re-graded to HVS 5a/5b. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) (3) (4) 
 

Slimmer’s Chimney | D | 40 feet | T in the Topos 

20 feet to the right is a chimney with a squeeze at the top. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

HERPIN ROCK AREA – HANOIS CLIFF – TOPOS  
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Final Approach/Descent; From the car park, head down a vague track that follows the ridge west 

(right facing the sea) of the car park.  As the ridge becomes more rock than scrub, begin to head 

down the grassy valley, skirting the west (right hand) side of the ridge.  This will take you to a ledge 

that runs along the top of Hanois Cliff.  Follow the ledge to a platform with a number of large boulders.  

Scramble down from the platform to the rocks below and head east (left facing the sea) to reach the 

gully at the bottom of Liberator Gully.  Note, the tide is up in the below picture. 
 

Tidal Access; Prussian Blues is non-tidal, the remainder are flooded for short periods. 
 

 
 

100 feet to the right (of Hanois Cliff) is an east facing cliff above a gully.  Near the seaward end of the 

cliff is a large leftward facing corner. 
 

Sleepwalker | D | 45 feet | A in the Topos 

Start 20 feet left of the corner below an arc of pink rock.  Climb the bulge, then easily to the top. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Dreams of Cream | VD | 45 feet | B in the Topos 

6 feet to the right the bulge is split by a rightward trending crack.  Climb direct. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Sour Kraut | D | 60 feet | C in the Topos 

The obvious corner just to the right. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
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Victory Vee | HVS 5b | 70 feet | D in the Topos 

Start just right of the pool on a rounded boulder.  Climb easily to an undercut corner.  Make a hard 

well protected move into the corner, then continue up, moving right near the top. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Victory Vee Variation Finish | HVS 4c | 70 feet | D in the Topos 

Near the top, move leftward into the corner to finish instead of going right. 

First Ascent; A. Hill, D. Hurdley and B. Aplin, 23
rd

 April 1988. (2) 
 

Liberation Crack | S | 70 feet | E in the Topos 

Start to the right below a jammed boulder.  Climb rightward to a vertical crack and follow this, moving 

leftward near the top. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

Directissima | E1 5a | 65 feet | F in the Topos 

Start as for Petit Surplomb, then take a direct line up the face between Liberation Crack and Petit 

Surplomb.  Move rightward near the top to tackle the overhang as for Petit Surplomb. 

First Ascent; A. Hill, D. Hurdley and B. Aplin, 23
rd

 April 1988. (2) 
 

Petit Surplomb | VS 4c | 65 feet | G in the Topos 

The corner and small roof to the right. 

First Ascent; Alan Hill and Paul Torode, 8
th
 March 1986. (1) 

 

Prussian Blues | E2 5c | 80 feet | H in the Topos 

Start 25 feet right of the corner.  Climb up a narrow inverted V cleft.  Climb this (crux), then gain a 

ledge.  Follow the groove above to gain a small slab below an overhang.  Climb this on the right to a 

dirty finish. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

HERPIN ROCK AREA – LIBERATOR GULLY – TOPOS  
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Final Approach/Descent; From the car park, head straight down the cliff behind the bunker until 

you reach a grassy patch below the rocks and scrub.  From here, there are several ways to get to 

Excalibur Buttress; (1) head west (right facing the sea) and scramble down a narrow gully with a 

muddy pumice looking layer in the bottom of it.  At the bottom of this gully is Thriller, the main part of 

Excalibur buttress is a short scramble east (left facing the sea).  (2), taking care to set a good anchor, 

abseil down the corner that Excalibur climbs to the sloping platform below.  (3), from the grassy patch, 

head east (left facing the sea) and scramble down the cliff immediately in front of the stack.  The 

bottom of the scramble should be done with care.  The bottom of the scramble brings you to Gorgon. 
 

Tidal Access; Thriller to Excalibur are non-tidal.  The remainder are flooded for short periods. 
 

 
 

Excalibur Buttress is the large section of cliff 60 yards to the east (of Liberator Gully).  The obvious 

feature is the big overhanging corner. 
 

** | Thriller | E4 6a | 20 feet | A in the Topos 

At the bottom of the approach path to Excalibur Buttress is a slightly overhanging wall.  A short, but 

powerful route difficult to protect without a micro cam or bull nut.  Start 8 feet from the left hand end 

and gain a small ledge at 6 feet.  From there battle your way to the top. 

First Ascent; Steve Le Feuvre, second Chris Smith, 26
th
 June 2009. (3) 

 

 

 

 

 



GUERNSEY | SOUTH COAST | HERPIN ROCK AREA  <<PAGE NUMBER>> 

GUERNSEY | SOUTH COAST | HERPIN ROCK AREA 

Ashes to Ashes | E1 5b | 65 feet | B in the Topos 

Start 20 feet left of Salai at a thin crack above an undercut.  Follow the crack for 40 feet, then move 

up and slightly right to a short prominent leftward trending crack.  Finish up this as for Salai. 

First Ascent; A. Hill and N. Wilson, 5
th
 July 1987. (2) 

 

* | Salai | VS 4c | 65 feet | C in the Topos 

30 feet to the left of the large corner is a short corner.  Climb this, trend leftwards to join a thin 

intermittent crack that continues leftward to the top. 

First Ascent; Paul Torode and Dave Woodall, 17
th
 June 1986. (1) 

 

Salai, Direct Start | HVS 4c | 65 feet | D in the Topos 

Climb the right hand edge of the slab between Ashes to Ashes and Salai to join Salai at the top of the 

corner. 

First Ascent; A. Hill and P. Torode, 26
th
 September 1987. (2) 

 

** | Unknown Name | E3 5b | E in the Topos 

Superb but run out climbing up the centre of the headwall.  Start as for Salai, Direct Start then 

traverse rightward above the level of the roofs. Etc. 

First Ascent; C. Harvey and S. Eriksson, 15
th
 July 2003. (6) 

 

** | Take the Stone | E5 6b | 25 metres | F in the Topos 

Stunning.  High in the grade.  Start as for Salai.  Climb the short corner for 3 metres, move right 

beneath an overhang and reach a flake.  Above is a leftward slanting crack in an overhanging wall.  

With wires and the occasional hold in the crack, fight up the wall – giving it all that you’ve got – until 

you can plonk yourself on a line of small ledges beneath the upper slab.  Follow a shallow scoop in 

the slab to an overhang.  One tricky move and the easy final slab is underfoot. 

First Ascent; Martin Crocker and Christian Harvey, 29
th
 May 2004. (5) 

 

** | Sword in the Stone | E5 6a/6b | 24 metres | G in the Topos 

An obvious challenge: the centre of the shield left of Excalibur.  Some very hard moves low down lead 

to much easier, though run out climbing above.  Start below the shallow groove in the centre of the 

shield.  Climb the groove to where it ends beneath impending rock.  Intricate moves right and up 

(Camp 1 angle: removed) gain a good side hold under a roof.  A powerful stretch up right reaches a 

jug, and then better holds are followed to a ledge (‘sword’ runner and wires).  Take the upper slab to 

the top via positive holds in a black streak. 

First Ascent; Martin Crocker and Christian Harvey, 19
th
 April 2001. (5) 

 

Incensed | E5 6b | 25 metres | H in the Topos 

Very hard and bouldery, and there’s a nervy finish too.  Start 5 metres left of Excalibur beneath a 

vertical crack.  Clip a peg (removed) in the crack; then take a line of holds starting 2 metres right to 

gain a side hold at the top of the crack.  Overpower the sustained groove (3 pegs, removed), before a 

long reach up to the right gains a series of improving holds leading up onto the left wall of Excalibur. 

Climb up and leftwards to the right end of the narrow ledge under the final slab. Swing up and right 

and take a blunt rib to easier ground. 

First Ascent; Martin Crocker and Christian Harvey, 29
th
 May 2004. (5) 

 

Pull Harder Still! | E3 5c | 25 metres | I in the Topos 

A pitch of mounting interest is extracted from the rib left of Excalibur.  Protection is reasonable if a 

little spaced.  Climb the corner of Excalibur for 7 metres.  Follow a ramp four feet diagonally leftwards 

onto the exposed rib.  Trend slightly leftwards up the rib to incuts; small wires and rock spike for a thin 

tape.  Make some long reaches up a blunt yellow rib to the finishing holds of Excalibur. 

First Ascent; Martin Crocker (with Soloist), 7
th
 April 2002. (5) 

 

** | Excalibur | E1 5b | 85 feet | J in the Topos 

Climb the big corner; a sustained but well-protected line. 

First Ascent; Alan Hill and Paul Torode, 8
th
 March 1986. (1) 
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** | Prospector a.k.a. Dead Metal Hunger | E5/6 6b | 27 metres | K in the Topos 

A forceful lead up the huge overhanging wall right of Excalibur.  Surprisingly, jugs abound, and (with 

the pegs pre-placed) the protection is fine.  Start 5 metres right of the corner, beneath a cutaway.  

Move onto the left rib of the cutaway.  Immediately swing right and pull past the apex of the cutaway 

(pre-placed Rock 1 in apex: removed) to jugs and a rest.  Climb easily to a good nut slot (Rock 5); 

move up and swing left to the point where the wall rears up dramatically.  Make a few hard moves, 

before improving holds lead to a ledge.  Exit easily up the gully on the left (Three peg runners were 

pre-placed in the upper leaning section and removed). 

First Ascent; Martin Crocker and Christian Harvey, 19
th
 April 2001. (5) 

 

To the right a jammed boulder forms an arch.  The next route starts on top of this boulder; 
 

* | Desecration | VS 4c | 65 feet | L in the Topos 

Now HVS/E1 5a.  Some of the sloping ledge has fallen down, along with the good jugs, making the 

serious start quite a bit harder.  Move up on good jugs (now fallen down) to a sloping ledge at 12 feet.  

Climb the corner above (remains of an old peg), then move right to a ledge below a flake.  Gain the 

slab above this and follow to the top. 

First Ascent; A. Hill and T. Hodkinson, June 1986. (1) (6) 
 

Cabochon | E3 5c | 85 feet | M in the Topos 

A devious route with a touch of the DP’s.  Climb the corner to the overhang, then move left 15 feet 

(crux).  Move up and rightwards to gain the groove above the corner, and follow. 

First Ascent; Alan Hill and Mike Rhodes, 21
st
 September 1985. (1) 

 

Guinevere | E2 5b | 75 feet | N in the Topos 

A direct and superior version of Cabochon.  Climb the corner of Cabochon to the roof.  Bridge over 

this to join the final groove of Cabochon. 

First Ascent; A. Collins and P. Torode, 26
th
 September 1987. (2) 

 

Pagasus | HVS 5a | 75 feet | O in the Topos 

Climb the thin crack 6 feet right of the corner.  Continue to the top keeping right of the groove. 

First Ascent; Alan Hill and Paul Torode, 14
th
 July 1985. (1) 

 

Mercury | E1 5b | 75 feet | P in the Topos 

Gain the arête just to the right (a dynamic leap for porgs) and climb directly to the top through an 

awkward roof. 

First Ascent; Alan Hill and Paul Torode, 14
th
 July 1985. (1) 

 

Have Fun Going Blind | E2 5b | 75 feet | Q in the Topos 

Start at the right hand end of the triangular quartz vein between Mercury and Icarus.  Make precarious 

moves over the undercut, then trend up and slightly left to the break at half height.  Continue up to the 

stepped overhang, then move right for a few feet.  Climb the final wall on slightly friable holds. 

First Ascent; A. Hill, P. Torode and A. Collins, 26
th
 September 1987. (2) 

 

The next route starts about 8 feet left of the right-angled corner which is 20 feet to the right; 
 

Icarus | E1 5a | 70 feet | R in the Topos 

Climb a difficult overhanging start to gain a thin crack.  Follow this, then continue up the wall to the left 

of the overhangs.  A hold snapped off half way up in 1991 although it does not affect the grade. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) (3) (4) 
 

Icarus Variation | HVS 5a | 70 feet | S in the Topos 

Take the overhangs right of Icarus. 

First Ascent; P. Torode and A. Collins, 26
th
 September 1987. (2) 
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Gorgon | D | 70 feet | T in the Topos 

Climb the corner to a large ledge.  Finish up the brown wall on the left. 

First Ascent; Unknown. (1) 
 

** | The Knights That Say “Raad” | E2 5b | 75 metres | U in the Topos 
A right to left traverse of Excalibur Buttress following the obvious break.  Each pitch is harder than the 
last.  Ferociously committing, steep and sustained E2 climbing though E6 territory, on good but 
sometimes suspect holds.  Plenty of gear if you can hang on long enough to place it!  Escapes are 
possible up any of the climbs between Desecration and Icarus.  The move onto the slab on 
Desecration is a precarious 5a and not 4c, and there is potential to land on the belayer if you come off 
it.  Micros needed.  Down climb the nose to the south of Gorgon to a “pink splattered ledge”; 

1. 18 feet, 4a.  Traverse along a near horizontal break to a good belay ledge on Gorgon. 
2. 50 feet, 4c/5a.  Follow the break across the wall to belay at a good ledge on Pegasus / 

Mercury.  About VS / HVS so far. 
3. 40 feet, 5b/5c.  Swing wildly across the lip of the Cabachon / Guinevere roof to a ramp and 

follow this to belay at the stepped flake on Desecration.  About E1 so far.  Pitches 2 and 3 can 
be run together if you are careful to avoid rope drag. 

4. 50 feet, 5a.  Break out the big guns and follow the ramp around the arête and across the 
leaning face where it becomes a rising crack / flake line.  Finish up the vegetated gully under 
the Excalibur belay boulder. 

First Ascent; Pitches 1, 2 and 3, Chris Smith and Mark Page, 23
rd

 May 2010.  Pitch 4, Chris Smith and 
Mark Page, 19

th
 June 2010.  First “no stops” Ascent; Steve Le Feuvre and Paul Davis, 18

th
 October 

2010. (6) 
 

The stack on the west side of L’Angle can be gained near high water by a short jump.  There is a 

small cliff on the east side and at the left hand end is a large pointed scar; 
 

Skin Flicks | S | 50 feet | V in the Topos 

Take a rising left to right traverse starting from the scar.  Climb up and right following the slabby rock 

beneath a bulge.  Gain the top right hand end of the bulge. 

First Ascent; A. Hill (Solo), 5
th
 July 1987. (2) 

 

Murphy’s Law | HS 4c | W in the Topos 

Climb the crack just left of the chimney and continue direct to a tricky finish. 

First Ascent; C. Harvey and K. Murphy, 28
th
 September 2002. (6) 

 

E.P. | S | 50 feet | X in the Topos 

Start 15 feet down and to the right just above the water filled inlet.  Climb up a miniature chimney 

feature with a scar at its foot, then trend up and right beneath bulges to an easy exit below the summit 

block visible against the skyline. 

First Ascent; N. Wilson and L. Broad, 26
th
 September 1987. (2) 

 

Laurel and Hardy | S | 40 feet | Y in the Topos 

Start at the lowest point of the ledge below the cliff by two rock pools 10 feet right of E.P.  Climb up 

just left of a crack, avoiding the final bulge by moving right. 

First Ascent; N. Wilson and S. Jones, 26
th
 September 1987. (2) 

 

Fascination | HS 4b | 40 feet | Z in the Topos 

Start 12 feet right again and climb up just left of a vague arête. 

First Ascent; A. Hill and J. Tucker, 26
th
 September 1987. (2) 

 

Broken Finger | VS 4c | 40 feet | AA in the Topos 

12 feet up and to the right is a wide crack with an open groove just to the left (this contains a 

triangular block).  Climb the wall between the groove and the arête over a zig-zag ledge.  Move up 

and left to jugs on the arête and finish as for Fascination. 

First Ascent; A. Hill and J. Tucker, 26
th
 September 1987. (2) 
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Conan the Vegetarian | VS 4c | 40 feet | BB in the Topos 

Climb the steep corner/groove right of Broken Finger avoiding the final overhang by moving right.  

First Ascent; A. Hill and J. Tucker, 26
th
 September 1987. (2) 

 

The next two routes are on the gully wall; 
 

Born to be a Barnacle | ?? ?? 

The first corner system. 

First Ascent; B. Aplin, 1988. (2) 
 

Gollum’s Groove | ?? ?? 

The second corner system. 

First Ascent, B. Aplin, 1988 .(2) 
 

HERPIN ROCK AREA – EXCALIBUR BUTTRESS – TOPOS  
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